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Tract No. 1. 


KNOWLEDGE is essential to happiness. To 
disseminate correct knowledge, therefore, to 
our fellow-beings, and particularly to the rising 
generation, is among the first duties of man.— 
This can be done by a variety of means—By 
public preaching; by circulating libraries ; and 
by free conversation on all subjects. But a- 
mong those means, the distribution of small 
tracts, particularly on religious subjects, have 
been found very efficacious. They find access 
to many people who can hardly be reached in 
any other way, and often catch the atten- 
tion of a leisure moment, which otherwise 
would have been either entirely lost, or else 
worse than lost, by being spent in something 
calculated to contaminate the mind. It is true, 
many religious tracts, (falsely so called,) have 
been published, which are mere trash, being 
filled either with idle fabricated tales, or else 
foolish stories, which, if true, are not worth re- 
lating. But this is no argument against the 
utility of judicious and well written tracts ; but 
rather an argument In their favor ; as they are 
necessary to counteract the poison which may 
be found in others, Error is perfectly harm- 
less when reason and the press are left free to 
combat it, 

It is with this motive, that the “ New-York 
Universalist Book Society” has beea organ- 
ized. First, for the purpose of establishing a 
Circulating Library: and secondly, for the 
purpose of dissiminating religious tracts. It is 
yet in its infant state, and respectfully invites 
to its aid the liberal and the good of all 
classes of people. Subscriptions for member- 
ship, or donations in books or money, for the 
purpose of publishing religious Tracts, will be 
greatfully received ; and we trust the manage- 
ment will be such as to give general satisfaction. 
Those who receive Tracts for distribution can 
always have them at prime cost; and it must 











be very congenial to the feelings of every liber- 
al-minded traveller, to have something of the 
kind to distribute among his friends. They 
may also find easy access to people on board 
of steam-boats, and packet-boats, and are more 
likely to be read, and of course, more likely to 
be useful there, than larger or more deeply 
learned treatises on any subject whatever.— 
Our object in these tracts will ever be, not so 
much to please the fancy, or to cast the imagin- 
ation, (though these we deem to be perfectly 
innocent objects, yet not so valuable,) as to re- 
form the merals, and give the youthful mind 
some correct views of God and religion. 

To guard the mind against unreasonable cre- 
dulity is nearly as important as to disseminate 
the knowledge of truth. All error, however, 
is not equally injurious to man,. Those errors 
are the most pernicious, which either render 
the believers in them unhappy in consequence 
of their belief; or else render them so illiberal 
as to make all unhappy around them, There 
is no reason that truth should make any one 
unhappy by believing it, because if it be not 
true, why should we believe it ? and if true, it 
is either a truth that we can control, or else we 
cannot: if we cannot control it, then it is our 
duty to submit without a murmuring thought ; 
if we can control it, unless it be agreeable, it 
is our duty to make it so. Why then. should 
we comenin except of ourselves, for the neg- 
lect of duty? And if we knew more of our- 
selves than we do, perhaps we should have no 
occasion to com even of ourselves, The 
more we know, the better we do ; and, perhaps 
we shall ultimately find that we have ie act- 
ed, all circumstances considered, as well as we 
knew. Ifso, there is neither praise nor blame, 
strictly speaking, to be attached to any one.— 
It is only comparatively speaking, that some 
are worthy of praise, and others of blame. It 
is on this ground, we shall find, that the natural 
consequences of virtue and vice, are the most 
just and equitable, as well as the most salutary 
rewards and punishments. 

The march of the human mind, however, 
slow, is certain in its progress. Its powers are 
now developing in a most astonishing degree, 
and it is advancing with rapid strides. With- 
in a few years, comparatively, the powers of 
the human mind have been unfolded as much 
as they had been for centuries before. Men of 
limited views:may, as they undoubtedly will, 
become alarmed ; and fanatics may. rail like 
madmen, thinking that every principle of order 
and religion are about to be subverted : it is 
all of no use; people will read and think. for 
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themselves in spite of them. And it only wants 
a few to be bold enough to speak out what they ' 
think, and they will bring every thing to the 
test of sound reason and logic. 
The child will learn from experience, that 
sometimes the evidence of one or more of his | 
own senses may deceive him. For instance, | 
he may mistake a _ statue for a real person; an | 
artificial for a real flower, &c. Butat the same 
time, it will be found, that the evidence of two | 
senses is stronger than that ofone, three, strong- 
er than two, and so on; and that the evidence 
of all the senses, or as many as can be brought 
to bear on the subject, is irresistable. The 
error of sight, in the statue, for instance, will 
be corrected by that of feeling ; but should this 
hot be sufficient to detect the artificial rose, it 
will certainly be detected by smelling. When 
the mind has positive demonstration, faith ceases; 
as I cannot say with propriety, “I believe,” 
what I know to be true. Yet we sometimes 
believe when we have no evidence but that of 
our senses, Isee aman ata distance, I know 
it to bea man. I believe it to be Mr. m 
_judge from his appearance only, in which I may 
be mistaken. It is, therefore, faith founded on 
the evidence of sight. 

What we believe wholly from the testimony 
of others, however strongly we may believe, 
the evidence, after all, is not so strong as that 
of our own senses ; because we must take into 
the account the credibility of the witness. We 
must be convinced that he was not deceived 


himself, and that he has no motive in deceiving 


us. Nowasboth of these are possible, we 
should receive the testimony of others with 
thore caution than we do that of our own sen- 
ses. Itrequires more reflection, more reason- 
ing on the subject, before it is to be admitted ; 
and yet such evidence often may be admitted 
with perfect safety. If it were otherwise, no 
confidence could be placed in man; nor yet in 
the revelation of God, unlessit should be made 
directly to our own understanding, and be a 
subject of the evidence of our own senses. 

Hence, evidence which depends for any 
length of time on tradition, before it is commit- 
ted to writing, is weakened more and more, by 
every age or generation through which it pass- 
es, as the credibility of any story may be more 
or fess, weakened by every individual by whom 
it is#éld. It may have remained the same, 
though it hag been told by a hundred tongues ; 
or, it may be like the snow ball rolling down 
hill'in 4 warm and damp day. It increases in 
bulk by every revolytion. This will show 
something of the naiure of evidence, and. how 
cautiously even truth itself should be received. 
There can be no harm in suspending the judg- 
ment on all subjects till the understanding is 
fully convinced. 

-It is the object of these tracts, therefore, to 
guard against deception, by disseminating what 
we conceive to be important truths. 

Those persons are better off who make but 
little pretensions to knowledge ; and yet what 





they know, they know correctly, and are able 
to teach it to others, than those who pretend 
to know almost every thing, and, after all, they 
know nothing, yet, as they ought toknow, ~ 

These tracts will come out at no fixed peri- 
od ; but at airy time when there shall be sufii- 
cient funds to pay the first cost. They willnot 
be made an object of profit to any one. The 
profit of those concerned must be in the satis- 
faction of contributing their mite to enlighten 
their fellow-beings. Twenty-four tracts will 
complete a volume ; and at the end of every 
volume, a title page and contents will be distri- 
buted gratis. 


PROGRESS OF UNIVERSALISM IN AMERICA. 


More than fifty years ago, before the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Mr. John.Murray came into 
America, and preached the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Grace and Salvation, on the system of 
Messrs, John and James Relly, of England, as 
published in a work called “ Relly’s Union.” 
This sytem is still preached by Mr. Edward 
Mitchell, of this city.* This system holds to 
the Deity of Christ, and all the other obnox- 
ious tenets of Calvinism—imputed sin by Ad- 
am, imputed righteousness by Christ, vicarious 
sufferings, &c. excepting that instead of the 
righteousness of Christ being imputed to an 
elected few, as the Calvinists hold, the Rellyan 
system holds, that by virtue of the union which 
subsists between Christ and human nature, his 
righteousness will ultimately, through faith, be 
imputed to all the members of his body, which 
are all mankind ; and so all men will finally be 
saved. A brief sketch of this system will be 
found in Kneeland’s Lectures, pp. 124—5. 2d 
edition, which sec. 

About this time, or not long before, Dr. 
Chauncey, of Boston, wrote a work which was 
published in London after his death, on the 
“salvation of all men by Jesus Christ.” He 
was a learned and able writer. He was, how- 
ever, an Afminian in sentiment, and took very 
different grounds from Mr. Murray. He held 
that all must be regenerated in this life, or in a 
life similar to the present. Hence those who 
should die unregenerated would be raised from 
the dead, but raised as mortal as we are at 
present, and subject to death again; and of 
course, would have a second state of probation ; 
and so on, as there might be a third, fourth, or 
‘ever so many states of probation, until all 
sheuld be finally regenerated. Whether the 
doctor ever had any followers in this peculiarity 
of his faith, is not known to us. We think not 
many. 

Nearly simultaneous with these, or not muclt 
later, (for we cannot pretend to be correct as 
to dates,) Mr. Elhanan Winchester came off 

* Mr. Mitchell is not, neither (so far as we can 
learn) has he ever wished to be, in fellowship with 
any other brethren in the ministry ; neither is his 
society in fellowship with the General Convention of 
Universalists, nor any of its branches. We know of 
no reason why ‘hey are not, excepting it has never 
been requested on their part. 





GOSPEL ADVOGATE, 


179 





trom the Baptists, and preached the restitution 
or restoration of all things. Mr. Winchester 
was a Trinitarian, and Arminian, and instead of 
the mortal resurrection, as taught by Chaun- 
cey, he held to a state of purgation after death 
in what is called the intermediate state between 
death and the resurrection. Winchester had 
many followers, of which the writer of this ar- 
ticle was one; and his system is held, witha 
few shades of difference, by many at the pres- 
ent day. He has still some followers in Phila- 
delphia, excepting they hold to the Arian hy- 
pothesis ; i, e. they hold to the pre-existence, 
but not to the strict Deity, of Christ. 

Dr. Huntington,of Coventry, Ct. wrote a 
posthumous work, which he called “ Calvinism 
improved,” in which he argued the salvation of 
all men on the same principles that Calvin 
held to the salvation of the elect. This sys- 
tem differs not materially from the Rellyan 
system 3 but as it is not known whether it now 
has any followers, it is not necessary to be 
more particular, ; 

These systems were all known when Mr. 
Hosea Ballou, then of Barnard, Vt., now of 
Boston, Mass. wrote his “ Treatise on the A- 
tonement,” in which he argues:the finite nature 
of sin, and that the atonement, or reconciliation 
(for that.is the proper meaning of the term,) 
must take place in the creature, as it can take 
place no where else. Mr. Ballou at this time 


was an Arian, (if we have understood him, ) but 
that does not in the least alter the principle of 


the doctrine in the reconcilation ofall things to 
God. We conceive that this Treatise is the 
first work written in America, which gives just 
views of the scriptural doctrine of atonement. 
Dr. Priestly, in England, it is true, bad written 
against the popular doctrine, in his “ History of 
the Corruptions of Christianity ;” but it is 
doubted whether this, or any other of the wri- 
tings of Dr. Priestly were known to Mr. Ballou 
at the time he wrote his treatise on the atone- 
ment. Several have undertaken to answer this 
work, but nothing like an answer has yet ap- 
peared, 

This, together with Kneeland’s Lectures, 
Balfour's Inquiry, Thompson’s Lectures &c. 
will remain as standard works on Universalism ; 
and to those who wish to see MULTUM IN PAR- 
vo, much ia little, on the subject, they are re- 
quested to examine a late sermon on the atone- 
ment, by Mr. Kneeled,which has been attempt- 
edto be reviewed by a Mr. Dutton. But a 
man who is so profoundly ignorant as to talk 
about the LXX. in relation to the translation 
of the New Testament, is too contemptible to 
deserve any notice asa theologian ! 

We should be disposed to give some extracts 
from this sermon, were it not such a recent 
publication, and is still in the market, and may 
be had at the library room, 137 Bowery, at the 
moderate price of 12 1-2 cents. We choose, 
therefore, torecommend the workitself, This, 
together with a funeral sermon, occasioned by 
the death of Capt. Abijah Harding, delivered 





on the 12th of March, and three sermons now 
in the press, delivered on Easter Sunday, in 
the First Universalist Chureh in this city,” will 
give a pretty full view of the present state of 
the doctrine of Universalism in this place, and, 
as we believe, generally, where it is known. 

Suffice it to say, in so many words, that we 
cannot express our views better of Universal- 
ism than to express themin the words of a note, 
under the article Universalists, in a late edi- 
tion of * The Religious Werld Displayed,” or 
in other words, “ Adams’s View,” vol. iii. p. 
394. 

1. “ That God ever did and still does design 
the immortality and eternal life of his rational 
offspring, man. 

2. “ That the present state of trial and vav- 
ity was wisely ordered by the Deity to answer 
valuable purposes, not incompatible with his 
original design. 

3. “That the miseries of human life are 
more owing to the internal state of the mind, 
than to any external circumstances.in which 
we are, or may be placed. 

4. “That those miseries, from whatever 
source they may arise, are wisely ordered fot 
our good; and are necessary, but necessary 
only, in the circumstances in which they are 
experienced, 

5. * That sin is the violation of the law of 
the understanding; which law needs, and of 
course requires, no other satisfaction than the 
repentance and reformation of the sinner. 

6. “ That a manifestation of the goodness of 
God is necessary to produce that satisfaction 
which the law requires, 

7. “ That God has commended his love or 
goodness towards us, his rational offspring, in 
the gift of his Son Jesus Christ. 

8. “That Jesus of Nazareth was a man, in 
all respects like unto Moses, (or ourselves,) 
sin only excepted ; nevertheless was a man ap- 
proved of God,by wonders, miracles, and signs, 
which God did by him. 

9. “ That the object of his divine mission 
was to teach, and, by his death and resurrec- 
tion, to establish the great and glorious doc- 
trine of immortal and eternal life: the truth of 
which doctrine, being fully propagated in the 
world, will reconcile all things to God, which 
is the object of divine revellation.” 


UNIVERSALISM-~ 


Universalists believe what all good men wish 
to have true: of course they can pray for it 
without wrath or doubting. 

All Limitarians, whether Calvinists or Ar- 
minians, believe much which no good man can 
wish to have true, namely, the perpetuity of 


*N. B. Not finding any society by the name of 
Universalist in this city, ‘The Second Society ot 
United Christian Friends,” has been dissolved; and 
out of the same materials there bas been organized, 
according as the law in such cases prescribes, ‘‘ The 
First. Universalist Society in the City of New 
York.” 





180 & 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





sin and consequent misery: hence they can- 
not conscientiously pray for it. Their pray- 
ers, therefore, must ever be at variance with 
their faith. ' ‘ 

Universalists have more happiness in the 
present tense than it is possible fur other men 
to have; because whatever may be their con- 
dition now, they believe that they shall be, 
hereafter, perfectly happy : and what heightens 
their joy is, they expect to see all Ts as 
happy as themselves. But without th® faith, 
mankind must believe either in annihilation, or 
that which is worse than annihilation, of them- 
selves, or at least of some part of their species ! 
Can this be as good? Can the idea afford as 
much happiness to the believer, as the idea of 
holiness, arid consequent happiness to all mor- 
al beings? It is not possible in the very. nature 
of things! Is not that which affords the most 
happiness in believing, the most likely to be 
true? Were the scriptures entirely silent on 
the subject, we should conclude that all beings 
will be gainers by their existence. What shall 
we say then, when we are assured that “ God 
our Saviour will have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth ?” If this be 
of divine authority, then we must have still 
better authority, showing that “ God our Sa- 
vior will not have ail men to be saved ; and that 
all shall not come to the knowledge of the truth,” 
or else we must conclude, that tbe salvation of 
all men, in the wisdom of God, is inevitable 
certain. 


“ PRANKLIN COMMUNITY. 


A Society has been recently oganized under 
the above name, similar to the society at New- 
Harmony, in Indiana, under the patronage of 


Mr. Robert Owen. They contemplate to lo- 
cate themselves at Haverstraw, Rockland co. 
N. Y. and have already negotiated a purchase 
to that effect, where they purpose to establish 
themselves in agricultural, mechanical, and 
manufacturing pursuits ; and though they will 
live in separate families, yet they willhave but 
one common interest. They have adopted the 
constitution of New-Harmony, as near as lo- 
calities would permit. Their object is, by the 
economy of living, and sobriety of manners, to 
remove not only poverty, but even the fear of 
want. And by giving all a virtuous education, 
they calculate to remove, in a little time, from 
their dominions, vice and wretchedness. Sure- 
ly every good heart must wish them success : 
and many, we trust, will be willing to‘aid them 
by their means, that the experiment may be 
fairly tried, who will not join, as it will not be 
convenient for them to join, the community at 
present. To.commence their operations, they 
will be under the necessity of loaning money ; 
but the security will always be good; for where 
there ey from one to two thousand persons 
engaged in any one specific object, it is impos- 
sible t but that they should ultimately Saeed 
Their first objects will be to put in operation 
those branches of business which will require 


the least capital, and can be made immediately 
productive. A school will be immediately es- 
tablished, not only for the children of the com- 
munity, but also for non-resident members, and 
subscribers to the loan, where children will be 
boarded, cloathed, and educated in the best 
manner, for fifty dollars a year ; except their 
parents or guardians must find their clothing 
for the first year, We might enlarge here, but 
we forbear at present, and will only say that 
this is carrying the principles of the doctrine 
of universal benevolence into practical effect. 
The system is beautiful in theory, and if it can 
only be realized in practice, it will constitute a 
paradise below. Their office is in the base- 
ment story of the Universalist Church in 
Prince-street, where they have a general mect- 
ing every Monday evening, and a meeting for 
the admission of members on Friday evenings, 
at early candlelight. 
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“ THE THING As IT 18."—Job. 








REMARKS ON BRADSTREET’S ADDRESS. 
Concluded from page 175. 

That the public may not be deceived by, the pre- 
tensions of the calvinistic founders of the ‘.Western 
Reserve College,” we deem it proper to remark stil. 
farther on the address of their organ, Mr. Bradstreet. 
We have before proved that they have chosen for 
its location a calvinistic town, and that the charter is 
such as to suit themselves, while at the same time 
they have endeavored to dupe the public by the ap 
pearance of Kiberalily. Our object is, not to call in 
question their right to have a calvinistic college, bu: 
to show, that notwithstanding their pretended liber 
ality, they design to render the institution subservi 
ent to their own interest. Let him who doubts, read 
the following extract from the Address. 

“ The number of pious and educated ministers of 
the gospel is very small compared with the wants ot 
the people. Nor is there any prospect of their do- 
ing better. Whilst so many refined, intelligent and 
wealthy parishes remain destitute in the older parts 
of our country, none except those, who in addition 
to ardent piety possess a large share of religious en- 
terprise, will voluntarily relinquish those brighter 
prospects at the east, and resign up themselves and 
families to the poverty and trials incident to a newly 
settled country. Hence the difficulty that bas hith- 
erto been experienced in obtaining an adequate sup- 
ply of learned and faithful preachers.” 

Now let it be asked, who in the estimation of par- 
son Bradstreet and his coadjutors, are ‘ pious and 
educated. ministers of the gospel ?” Will it be pre- 
tended that methodist preachers are so considered by 
the calvinists ? No. For ifcalvinistic charity should 
so expand as to allow the methodists sincerity and pi- 
ety, yet, alas! they are not ‘‘/earned !” Well, is it 
possible for a universalist, a unitarian, an episcopall- 
an, or any other dissenter from calvinism, to be learn- 
ed and pious? No. Let calvinists be the judges, 
and the piety of all and singular of those denomina- 
tions would be hypocricy, and their learning, the ru- 
diments of deviltry! Our word for it—if every 
preacher in christendom, of all denominations, cal- 
vinists excepted, could be stationed in Ohio, yet our 





humble, unassuming, meek, and * pious” brethren 
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of the calvinistic faith, would cry fcr “ pious and ed- 
ucated ministers!” Let him that readeth under- 
stand. é 
Again. After having made statements which 
plainly show that their object has uniformly been, as 
above stated, to establish a sectarian college—after 
having declared that unless they could secure the 
reigns of government over the institution they want- 
ed no charter at all—after avowing that their object 
is (o raise up ‘* pious and educated” alms calvinis- 
tic priests, the parson has the hardihood to say as fol- 
loweth : 
‘ It was a consideration of these and similar facts, 
ich urged forward the Presbyteries now compos- 
-the Senod of the Western Reserve, to appoint a 
beard of trustees and. set in operationa train of 
meaus ‘or establishing a College as soon as possible. 
n doiny {ias, they were not influenced by sectarian 
rhe trustees fill their own vacancies, and 
aot udependently of the Synod. Nor isit probable 
ina: they, or the instructors willbe exclusively of 
our owndénornination. Nor are their views exclu- 
sively confined to the e@tication of young men for the 
ministry.” 
From the above it appears that a consideration of 
rtain fagts * urged forward the Presbylerics now 
aomposing the Synod of the Western Reserve, to ap- 
point a board of trustees,” &c. A consideration of 
what facts? Answer; the ‘ fact” that the power of 
koowledge is ‘‘ prodigious ;” the ‘ fact” that “ the 
number of pious and educated [calvinistic] ministers 
ofthe gospel [calvinism] is very small;”—and the 
‘fact’ that “the présbyteries now composing the 
Synod of tbe Western Reserve” would like to manu- 
facture a few more “pious and educated ministers” 
have been duly considered, and have urged forward 
—and propelled onward, the presbyterians to ap- 
point a board of trustees of the same feather ! Alas! 
nothing but the “‘ good of souls” could have urged 
them forward atsucb a rate! Such self-denial is 
surprising! —But mark ye, reader. [i dn doing 
this, they were not influenced by sectarian vicws.”— 
No, not all! There is nothing sectarian in appoint- 
ing a board oftrustees who are exclusively calvin- 
ists! There is nothing sectarian in preparing pious 
and educated ministersto preach caivinism! There 
is nothing sectarian iu saying, that nuless they could 
have acharter in all respects such as they, the cal- 
Vinists, desired, they wanted none !! Falsehood and 
hypocrisy are often found in the’same neighborhood; 
they go hand in hand, and we pity those whp are 
driven to the necessity of using both ¢ 
We might dwell on particulars, and refer the rea- 
der to many parts of the address under consideration 
in confirmation of what has been stated in these re- 
marks ; but the whole is too glaring to require com- 
ment. Ifthe citizens of Ohio will suffer themselves 
to be duped by such weak attempts at deception as 
are conspicuous in the address of Mr. Bradstreet they 
must. endure the consequences. It is believed, 
however, thaf the enlightened part of community 
will be on the alert, and will effectually discounte- 
nance the mean attempts of crafty bigots. 


TRACT SOCIETY. 

{tis with much satisfaction that we announce the 
pleasing intelligence, that our brethren in New-York 
have formed a Society for the publication and dis- 
tribution of religious tracts. On our preceding pages 
are several articles from ‘‘ Tract No. 1.” which we 
republish in order to exhibit a specimen of the mat- 
ter contained in it, to our readers. 

If any should be surprised that we are so soon en- 
gaged in approbating tracts and tract societies, af- 
‘er having so repeatedly spoken against them, that 





snrprise May be insome measure done away by what 
follows. 

We have said much against tracts Lecause many 
of them are pernicious. Falsehoods the most glaring, 
stories and tales of the most simple character have 
been palmed upon the public under the imposing ti- 
tle ofreligious tracts. An assortment of those per- 
nicious productions now encumber our desk and arc 
neither entitled to the name nor character of reli- 
gious tracts. Another reason why we lave said so 
much against tracts and tract societies is, because 
dishonorable and dishonest meaus have often been 
used to procure money to aid in their dissemination. 
The widows aud fatherless have been often laid un- 
der tribute to tract-makers, when they were in 
want of every mite of theirsubstance for their own 
sustenance and comfort. For the above reasons we 
have apposed tract sccieties, and whenever those rea- 
sons exist we shall continue to oppose them without 
respect of persons. Believing, however, that the ob- 
ject of our brethren is to disseminate truth, and (oc 
use none but fair, honest, and honorable means to 
effect their object, we wish them ‘success. But, 


should it everappear, that they, or any other associ- 
ation of the same kind, so far deviate from the course 
prescribed by reason aud truth, as to do as others 
have done, we shall be as ready—nay, perhaps more 
ready, to condemn the faults of our friends, than to 
disapprobate the course pursued by our opponents. 





(Concluded from page 176.) 

The clergy are always the sycophants and 
flatterers of men of power and wealth, and the 
latter make a return to them in conferring ad- 
vantages and privileges, which their station en- 
ables them to bestow. ‘The lower orders see- 
ing and admiring the piety and zeal of those 
above them, are ever ready to imitate them. 

A connexion is now regularly and systemat- 
ically forming in this country between the cler- 
gy and our civil officers, magistrates, and mili- 
tary men. He who does not perceive such an 
approaching compact between religious, civil 
and military power, must be wilfully blind to 
the slow and gradual encroachments of cler- 
ical power in every country which has been 
made the victim of it. 

The pulse of the nation will be carefully 
watched, and as soon as the present preparato- 
ry course has effected its design, appeals may 
be next made to government fora portion of 
the public land, for the purposes of religious 
instruction, and the creation of theological 
seminaries, in order to induct the nation into. 
s icular tenets as ought to actuate it.— 
By'aid of civil, the clerical power will gain an 
ascendency that will constantly seek an en- 
largement,——and places of public trust will be 
withheld from those who do not give in thei: 
adhesion to the established orthodox faith. 

Such will be the temptation and influence 
which will be excited to make converts to the 
right faith, and to join in the compact we have 
been speaking of. That will be reputed the 
orthodox religion which has secured to itself 
the greatest worldly advantages, and which 
can be best maintained by learning and elo- 
quence, art and address. A xatiqnal creed, 
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like the collects in the Romish and British ri- 
tuals, will want to be prepared and arranged to 
serve all the purposes of peace and war, abun- 
dance and want, sickness and distress, perils 
on land. and water, whether engaged in sober 
business or in the effusion of human blood.— 
The religion of the heart, however;depends on 
something else than a formal set of words pre- 
pared and prescribed by earthly potentates and 
mercenary priests, co-operating to beguile and 
delude their fellow men. 

But in order to divert the mind from the fear 
and service of God, to man’s devices, it is nec- 
essary to substitute forms and emblems of wor- 
ship to delude the populace, so as to dispose 
them the more readily to confound religion 
with appearances, and to do homage to their 
ecclesiastical rulers, that they may submit to 
those exactions required to support their author- 
ity over them. 

The great mass of mankind, generally dis- 
posed to blind homage and superstition, are 
easily carried away by the seductions of men 
in a garb fitted to deceive them; nor have the 
clergy, in any country, failed to improve opor- 
tunities to take advantage of their weakness 
and credulity. No such juggling and impost- 
ure can be tolerated under the kingdom of Je- 
sus Christ, which every where enjoins sinceri- 
ty, self-denial, and abasement. 

Every thing seems to be tending, more and 
more, in this country, to the formation of our 
institutions so as to produce uniformity of senti- 
ment and opinion, both in Church and State, 
and to exalt the influence of the clerical body. 
Constantine, by his zeal and interest for the 
cause of religion, and the aggrandizement of 
the Church, prepared the way for the degra- 
dation and slavery of the ten kingdoms of the 
beast, or those nations of the continent which 
had contributed so much to the success of his 
cause. The grand councils which were so 
long engaged, after his time, in establishing the 
Roman Catholic religion over these countries, 
and in preparing those imposing and idola- 
trous forms belonging to it, were indebted to 
his power and authority for their final success. 
That which influences and affects an individual 
may a nation,—and that which was at first 
small and weak, may, in every succeeding gen- 
ation, insensibly, by gaining constant acces- 
sions of strength, become so great and power- 
ful, and get so interwoven with the civil x 
religious institutions of the country by 
and habit, as to be beyond the reach of reme- 
dy except by violence and blood-shed. 

Approaches to clerical power and dominion 
are making in this country under the most 
specious guises,—let those beware then, who 
are on the side of the priesthood, lest in aiding 
their cause they check the progress of knowl- 
edge and liberty, and thereby entail slavery 
and wretchedness on our country. 

A Virnotnian. 


O satisfy us early with thy mercy. 





THOUGHTS ON RELIGION, 
Douvsts in religious matters, far from being 
blameable—far from being acts of impiety, 
ought to be regarded as praiseworthy, when 
they proceed from a man who humbly acknowl- 
edges his ignorance, and arise from the fear of 
offending God by the abuse of reason. 

To admit any conformity between the rea- 
son of man, and the eternal reason of God, and 
to pretend that God demands the sacrifice of 
human reason, is to maintain that God wills one 
thing, and intends another thing at the same 
time, 

If Irenounce my reason, I have no longer 9 
guide—I must then blindly adopt a secondary 
principle, and the matter in question becomes 
a supposition. 

Bewildered in an immense forest during the 
night, and having only one small torch for my 
guide, a stranger approaches and thus address- 
es :—“ Friend, blow out thy light, if thou 
wouldst make sure of the right path.” This 
stranger was a priest. 

If my reason be the gift of Heaven, it is the 
voice of Heaven that speaks; shall I hearken 
to it? 

Fvery virtuous action is accompained with 
an inward satisfaction ; every criminal action 
with chagrin and remorse. The mind ac- 
knowledges ‘without shame its repugnance to 
such or such propositions, although there is 
neither virtue nor vice in the belief or disbe- 
lief of them. 

Divines have long been asked to recon¢ile 
the dogma of eternal punishment with that of 
infinite mercy; but this they will not meddle 
with ; yet still they persist in representing our 
heavenly Father as a tyrant, to whom no fa- 
ther of a family would wish to have any re- 
semblance. . 

The dogma of eternal punishment is the off- 
spring of folly, of atrocity, and of blasphemy. 
If God will punish eternally, what a 
exists between the offence and the chastise- 
ment? If he punish for his own satisfaction, he 
becomes a monster of barbarity ; if he punish 
to correct others, his rigour is useless for those 
who are not witnesses of it. 

God the father, judges mankind deserving of 
his eternal vengeance; God the Son judges 
them worthy of his infinite mercy; the Holy 
Ghost remains nutral. How can we reconcile 
this verbiage with the unity of the will of 
God? 

All the evils that could possibly be commit- 
ted would only merit an infinite punishment ; 
yet, in order that we may always be terrified at 
the idea of Deity, the priests have made man 
sufficiently powerful to offend the Author of 
Nature to all eternity ! 

All the evil which man is capable of com- 
mitting, is not all the evil that possibly might 
be committed. How cana finite being, a worm 
of earth, offend the infinite being who created 
him, or disturb the powers which regulate the 
universe ? 
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A religion is dangerous when it confounds 
our ideas of morality; a religion is false when 
it destroys the perfections of the Deity; a re- 
ligion is detestable, when it substitutes for its 
worship a vindictive demon instead of a bene- 
ficient God. 

CHARGE TO MINISTERS. 

“ Never enter the pulpit without having a 
subject well digested in your mind, and so me- 
thodically arranged, as to be easily and dis- 
tinctly comprehended by your audience.— 


Take special care that your subject is adapted | ( 


to the occasion ; and studiously avoid a per- 
je sameness in your public communications. 

onotony, either in matter or manner, will soon 
become tiresome and even disgusting. You 
rust bring forth “ things new as well as old.” 
Be careful, therefore, that you do not move in 
a small circle ; but let the range of your inves- 
tigations be extensive, that a profitable variety 
of matter, and a pleasing copiousness of de- 
scription, may characterize your discourses. 

* * Y * - . * 

“ Let all your discourses have a practical 
tendency. Endeavor so to apply them, as to 
form the most powerful persuasive to the prac- 
tice of piety and moral virtue. Study to bring 
your hearers “into the obedience of faith ;” 
and in recommending a holy life, press home 
the inducements to it by tender and moving ap- 
peals to the understanding and the heart.— 
Both rewards and punishments must be skil- 
fully marshalled before the mind. Faithfully 
warn those who wallow in dissipation, and 
commit “ all uncleanness with greediness.”— 
Call upon them “to repent and believe the 
gospel.” The scriptures denounce upon them 
‘a horrible tempest,” “ wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.” Speak to the ungodly of these things, 
plainly, solemnly, and affectignately. But be 
exceedingly careful that the retributions you 
describe, be not too distant to alarm, or too 
disproportioned to be credited. The denun- 
ciation of infinite evil, of interminable misery, 
will excite, at least in the multitude, no terror. 
It is too monstrousy too inapplicable to finite 
creatures and actions, to obtain an influential 
credence, Sinners are stupid and purblind 
creatures, and to be seen and felt, evils must be 
brought near them, even to the very door of 
their hearts.” S. STREETER. 

Christian Intelligencer. 


Extract of a letter from Baltimore (Md.) da- 
ted April 13, 1826. 

“ The following advertisement appeared in 
the paper this morning : 

‘ Fancy Articles, to be sold for a charitable 
object.—The managers of the Episcopal Sew- 
ing Society of Baltimore give notice to their 
friends and the public, that they deposited at 
Mr. ——No. Market street, Nankeen coats 
and mittens for children, dolls, [not dollars] 
worked caps, frocks, &c. Emery bags, purses, 


pincushions, &c. &c. for sale at reasonable pri- 
ces, and the proceeds will be devoted to the 
education of pious young men for the gospel 
ministry.’ 

“If one were to take the above literally 
(which we might be justified in doing by their 
actions) we should have a society governed by 
a regular set of bishops, for if I understand the 
term Episcopal, it means to be governed by 
bishops. I would query whether they have 
descended in a regular line of succession from 
the apostles, in this manufacturing of dolls ?— 
an article which they, in numerous instances, 


endeavor to dissuade children from buying.)— 
If so, why do they not come out and give us 
chapter and verse in proof.” —Reformer. 


[As a further specimen of the spirit of the 
age, see the following advertisement in anoth- 
er paper of December : 

** Christmas and New-Year’s Fair—The 
first Sewing Society of Baltimore, auxiliary to 
the Education Society, propose to hold a Fair 
for the sale of a variety of Fancy Articles and 
Toys, suitable for Christmas and New-Year’s 
presents, such as ornamental baskets, card racks, 
purses, emery bags, needle cases, watch papers, 
dolls, &c. &c. The Fair will be held in the 
Lecture Room of St. Peter’s Church, German 
Lane, on Tuesday and Wednesday next, the 
27th and 28th instant. The proceeds of the 
sale will be sacredly devoted to the education 
of indigent and pious young men for the work 
of the gospel ministry. The purchasers of ar- 
ticles at this Fair, may at once please their 
taste, gratify their friends or children, and aid 
the cause of Charity and Religion.”—id. 


Extract of a Letter form New-Harmony. 

“« The Library is a most costly one, selected 
with great taste and judgment by Mr. M’Clure 
while in France. This collection of books, 
maps, philosophical and musical instruments, 
cost 100,000 francs, and is contained in pack- 
ages weighing upwards of fifty tons. Besides 
these, Mr. Owen has purchased 1500 dollars 
worth of books, and the whole of these valua- 
ble articles have been brought from New 
Orleaus, and are now at Shawneetown, 
on their way to New-Harmony.—New-Har- 
mony will have the best Library, and the best 
school, in the United States.”— United States 
Gazette, 

Death.—The horror of death proves the 
value of live. But it is in the power of dis- 
ease to abate, or even extinguish this horror ; 
which it does in a wonderful manner, and of- 
tentimes, by a mild and inperceptible grada- 
tion. Every man who has been placed in a 
situation to observe it, is surprised with the 
| change which has been wrought in himself. 


— 

OPINIONS. 
For the most part people are born to their 
opinions, and never question the truth of what 
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their family, or their country, or their party 
profess. ‘They clothe their minds as they do 
their bodies, after the fashion in vogue, not 
one of a hundred ever examines their princi- 
ples. It is suspected of lukewarmness to sup- 
pose examination necessary, and it will be 
charged as a tendency to apostacy if we go a- 
bout to examine them. Persons are applaud- 
ed for presuming they are in the right and (as 
Mr. Locke saith) he that considers and in- 
quires into the reason of things is counted a foe 
to orthodoxy, because possibly he may deviate 
from some of the received doctrines. And thus 
men without any industry or acquisition of 
their own inherit local truths, i. e. the truths of 
that place where they live, and are inured to 
assent without evidence.— Watts. 


ANECDOTES. 
An old and intelligent theologist, hearing a 
pious woman say, “ If Jesus Christ be not God, 
I cannot be happy,” made the following reply : 





O yes, you may, Madam, you have only to 
learn to think as well of the Fathen, as you 
do of his Son: 


Not long since, a young lady called at Mr. 
T.’s Store in the village of Lowville, in order 
to purchase some School Books, and among 
others inquired if he had any Geographys, up- 





on which Mr. T. informed her that he had 
Morse’s Universal Geography. At hearing | 
these words she seemed almost frightened out 
of her senses, and, sighing, exclaimed, “ O / 
givé me no Universal books.” 


A young Clergyman, whose garb did not de- 
signate who he was, and still very anxious to 
be known, requested the company to guess at 
his occupation. They happened to be all on 
the wrong side. Vexed at their stupidity, he 
exclaimed, “ I am the voice of one crying in | 
the wilderness.” Uthought sir, says a wag, 
that you resembled an Owl. 





} 
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The March of Mind. 


BY MISS MITFORD. 


Fair nature smiled in all her bowers, 
But man, that master-work of God, 

Unconscious of his latent powers, 

The tangled forest trod : 

Without a hope, without an aim, 
Beyond the sloth’s, the tiger’s life, 
His only pleasure sleep or strife, 

And war his only fame. 





furious alike and causeless beamed 
His lasting hate, his transient love ; 


——- 


And e’en the mother’s fondness seemed 
The instinct of the dove. 

The mental world was wrapt in night, 
Though some, the diamonds of the mine, 
Burst through the sbrouding gloom to shine 

With self-emitted light ! 


Oh, how the glorious dawn unfold 
The brighter day that lurked behind ! 
The march of armies may be told, 

But not the March of Mind. 
Instruction ! child of Heavenand Earth, 
As heat expands the vernal! flower, 

So wisdom, goodness, freedom, power, 
From thee derive their birth. 


From thee, all mortal bliss we draw; 
From thee, Religion’s blessed fruit ; 
From thee, the good of social law, 
And man redeemed from brute ; 
From thee all ties to virtue dear, 
The father’s, brother’s, husband’s name ; 
From thee, the sweet and hol fame 
That never costa tear. ia 


LIFE. 

The leaf that fal!s in Autumn’s hour, 

The rose that fades upon the stem, 
ire emblems of the silent power 

Of time and change o’er us and them. 
Yet happier is the rose’s fate, 

For Spring will other leaves restore, 
And Summer wil! new hours create, 

As bright as those which bloom’d before. 


But when life’s morning dreams depart, 
A grief succeeds to fancied bliss : 
Oh ! what shal) cheer the lonelv heart, 

Or soften sorrow’s bitterness ? 
Years will roll on—and time will bring 
Its various shanges, but in vain— 
There is in life but one short Spring 
And it can ne’er return again, 


SONG. 


Year after year is gone, 
As follows wave on wave ; 
And swiftly we are hast’ning on 
Towards the silent grave— 
The darkness of that narrow rest 
Where sleep the loveliest and the best, 


Another year has fled, 
And many a cheek is pale, 
And low fies many a youthful head, 
And loud is many a wail 
For those on whom it dawn'd so bright, 
Whose day of life is set in night. 


Why mourn the flight of time, 
Or grieve that youthis past ? 
Look forward with the hope sublime, 
Of reaching heaven at last ; 
And Jet thine earthly comfort be 
That hope of immortality. 


And when thine eyes shall.close 
To earthly hope and fear, 

And mortal sorrows, mortal woes, 
Forever disappear,— 

To realms of endless joy afar, 

Thatihope shall be thy guiding-star, 


. 





